
 Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund Scholarship  

  

Scholarship Guidelines and Application Form  
  

Introduction:  

  

  Richard D. Zana was a music educator in the Ambridge Area School District for 38 years both as 

a choir and band director and was also the founder of the Ambridge Area High School Steel Drum 

program along with Sal Aloe, which continues to this day.  A member of the barbershop chorus, King 

Beaver Barbershoppers, Mr. Zana also directed and coached the Sweet Adelines.  He instilled a deep love 

of music in his students and brought joy to all who knew him.  Sadly, he passed away July 13, 2008 after 

a battle with cancer.    
  

  The Richard D. Zana Memorial fund was founded by a group of appreciative former students of  

Mr. Zana to honor his life and career by providing both music scholarships for talented area students and 

benefits for cancer research.  The fund is supported by ZanaFest, an annual music festival meant to 

preserve his enthusiasm of music and celebrate the life of one of Beaver County’s most influential 

teachers. The Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund is held within The Beaver County Foundation, a 

community foundation and trust authorized to function as such by the Internal Revenue Service and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Beaver County Foundation, PO Box 569, Beaver, PA 15009.   
  

  

General Scholarship Committee Information:  

  

  The Scholarship Committee of the Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund consists of five (5) Board 

Members who will review all applicants scholarship application packets and meet with the members of 

the Beaver County Foundation’s Scholarship Selection Committee, which combined members shall form 

the Selection Committee and award such scholarship(s) on an annual basis in accordance with the BCF’s 

Donor Advised Scholarship Selection Committee and the association’s established criteria, as follows:  

  The purpose of the scholarship is to further the post-secondary education of qualified graduating 

seniors by helping to defray the costs of the first year’s tuition, books and related academic fees. The total 

number of scholarships awarded and the amount of such scholarship(s) may vary from year to year.  

  

  

Guidelines:  

  

  The Beaver County Foundation administers many different funds for the benefit of the residents 

of Beaver County pursuing education in a post secondary setting. Each scholarship fund has it own 

selection criteria to evaluate and determine scholarship awards.  
  

  The Beaver County Foundation uses the same application for all scholarships for which it makes 

the selection. Scholarship selection committees may choose to use their own application form or may 

require additional information. Scholarships are awarded to the student, but payment is made to the 

educational institution.   
  

  Applications may be submitted by students about to complete their senior year of high school, 

and in some cases by students already enrolled in a college or university.  



  

Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund Scholarship Criteria  
  

Applicants must: 

    

• Be a senior eligible for graduation;   

• Have at least a 3.0 Q.P.A or be ranked in the top 20% of the graduating class;  

• Provide academic records that indicate the ability to successfully earn an undergraduate 

degree in music performance, education or theory and composition;  

• Have participated in structured musical activities;  

• Be accepted or enrolled as an entering freshman in a college or university and majoring in a 

music related field of study (i.e., music education, performance, musical theater, music 

therapy, theory and composition, music technology, music business, etc.).  

• Exemplify a spirit of good citizenship as evidenced by participation in community service 

and extracurricular activities; and   

• Be a US Citizen.  

  

Applicant Submission Requirements  
  

• Application form;   

• One (1) Official High School Transcript;   

• One (1) sealed Letter of Recommendation with complete contact information from one (1) 

faculty member who can evaluate the applicant’s musical abilities and ambition to pursue an 

undergraduate degree in music (as described above);   

• One (1) sealed Letter of Recommendation with complete contact information from one (1) 

member of the community who can give a candid and unbiased evaluation the applicant.  

(See details below.);  

• Record of extracurricular activities and community service (see description below);   

• 250 word Essay explaining their goals in the field of music (see description below);   

• Proof of acceptance or enrollment from the college or university for the upcoming semester.  

• Applicant must include full contact information including email address and home phone 

number.  

• If selected for a scholarship, we request that applicants submit a senior/graduation photo 

(hard copy or digital photo on a CD, or e-mail or submit a link to a digital photo) for 

promotional use at ZanaFest Music Festival Events.  

  

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT!    
The letter of recommendation must be returned to us signed, dated, and in a sealed envelope 

accompanying your application.  Any recommendation received with a broken seal will be rejected. A 

representative from the Foundation or scholarship committee may contact the applicant should there be 

any questions regarding the application.  

Preference will be given to applicants who have not received or who are not slated to receive a full 

academic scholarship or significant grant from another source.    

Preference will be given to applicants majoring in music education.   

  

Applicant Submission Requirements cont.  
  

  

Letter of Recommendation Suggestions:   
  

When selecting someone to complete your recommendation, select an individual who will be thorough in 

the review of your character. Select someone who knows you and your family well and will be able to 

give a candid and unbiased evaluation. Your recommendation must be completed by someone other than 

your parents, family, or school counselors. In the past, recommendations have been written by clergy, 

coaches, employers, supervisors, neighbors, teachers, or a family friend.   
  

   

Criteria the evaluator may consider when writing your recommendation letter:  
  

Academic performance  
Personal character  
Leadership qualities  
Determination to succeed  
Community service  
Clear plan for attaining educational goals  
Overall comparison to classmates/peers  
  

*The evaluator should also provide a brief statement as to why he or she thinks you are most deserving of 

the scholarship.  
  

Personal Essay Instructions:  
  
On a separate sheet of paper, please take the time to prepare a well developed, well written, grammatically 
correct essay. This is your opportunity for the Scholarship Committee to get to know you as an individual. 
While GPA, ACT/SAT scores, financial need, etc., are important selection criteria, a good essay often sets 

one student apart from others who are equally qualified. The essay is to be limited to 250 words or one 
page. You may want to write about how you have come to select music as a major course of study.  The 
objective is to give you an opportunity to tell us about another dimension of you not previously revealed. 
There is no “correct” way to develop and prepare this essay. By writing about something that matters to 
you, you will convey a sense of yourself that will provide invaluable information and insight during the 
evaluation process.  
  

The essay must be typewritten (not handwritten) and included with the complete application packet. 
Spelling and grammar DO matter—if you cannot take time to submit a grammatically correct essay, what 
guarantee is there that you will take the time necessary to receive full advantage of your college or university 

education? If you are concerned that your writing skills are not what they should be, we suggest that you 
have a teacher or counselor proofread your essay for grammatical and spelling accuracy.  



Applicant Submission Requirements cont.  

  

**The following should be recorded on a separate sheet(s).   Be sure to include 

your name on each page.    
  
  

Activities, community service, clubs, and other extracurricular activities:  

  

Please neatly list all extracurricular, community and personal activities in which you have participated and 

the dates for each (beginning and ending if applicable), during the past three (3) years on a separate sheet. 
Include clubs, forensics, sports, student government, fine arts, volunteer work, youth programs, music, 
scouting, etc. Please do not send a resume.     
  

  

Honors and awards:    
  

List any academic, community, or other honors and awards you have received within the past three (3) 

years in or out of school.     

Employment (if applicable):  

  

Please include name of employer, address, phone number, dates of employment, and job title.    
  

  

Timeline:  

  

Completed application packages must be delivered to the Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund Scholarship 

Committee (or postmarked) no later than April 30 of the student’s graduating year.  
Applicants will be advised of the status of their request not later than May 15.  
Certificates and an award letter will be given each award recipient.  
Scholarships are awarded to the student but paid to the student’s educational institution.  

  

  

Application instructions:  

  

Before completing this application, read the instructions. Complete all items below. If you are unable to 
provide the information requested, state the reason in the space provided or attach a letter of explanation. 
The applicant assumes responsibility for ensuring that all requested information is sent as a complete packet 
and is received by 5:00 PM or postmarked by May 1 of the current year. All application materials must be 
sent together as a single packet and the application must be either computer prepared or neatly hand printed. 
The Committee or Foundation assumes no responsibility for procuring the necessary information. The 

completed application should be sent to: The Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund Scholarship Committee, 

ZanaFest Office, 605 Merchant Street, Ambridge, PA 15003. For questions, please contact Committee 

Member Greg Paul at (412) 877-3997 

 

 

 



Richard D. Zana Memorial Fund Scholarship Application Form  

  

Application Deadline: May 1 of student’s senior year 
Please send the original and two (2) copies. 

  

  
Name:  
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
    Last        First        Middle  
  
Permanent Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
      Street or PO Box                  City                         State        Zip/Code  
  
Phone numbers: ____________________________    _______________________  
           Home      Cell  
  
Email address:  ______________________________________________________  
  

  
Social Security Number ___/___/_____  Date of Birth ___/___/____  Sex: __Male ___Female   
  

  
Name of the university, college, or school in which you plan to enroll or are currently enrolled:  
  
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  Name of School               City/State     
  

  

Have you been accepted? __ Yes __ No  Anticipated major or area of study ___________________________  
  

  
Name of high school currently attending _______________________________________________GPA _________  
  

  
Name of high school guidance counselor: ________________________High School Phone Number ____________  
  

  
If diploma via GED, indicate City/State and date obtained: ______________________________________  
  

  
SAT Score     Math ______       Verbal ________    Combined _________  
  
ACT Scores English ______ Math ________Reading ____ Science Reasoning ______Composite ______  
  

  

  
I have read the “Application Guidelines” and understand both the submission procedures and deadline requirements:  
  

  

  
Signature ____________________________________________       Date _____/______/________  



  

  

Grade Certification Form  
  

    

We must receive the current transcripts or the application will not be reviewed.  
  

This section is to be completed by an advisor/counselor. GPA information should be on a scale of 4.0.  Only 
transcripts with the fall term information of the student’s senior year will be accepted and must be included 
with the application. If transcripts are not available, the student must wait and send them and the application 

at the same time. This certification form is to be included in the complete scholarship application packet.  
  

  

  
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________________________________  
  
School Name: ___________________________________________________________________________  
  
At the close of the most recent term dated _________, the applicant ranked _____in a class of ________.  
 

At the close of the most recent term dated ________, the applicant’s cumulative GPA was ______on a scale of 4.0.  
  
If Available     If Available 

 SAT Scores:          ACT Scores:  
  

 Verbal ____________        English ____________  
  

 Math _____________        Math   _____________  
  

 Combined _________        Reading ___________  
  

              Science Reasoning ____________  
  

              Composite __________  
  

  

  

  

  
Person completing this form ________________________________ Title _________________________  
  

  
Signature _________________________________________________ Date: _______/______/_________  
  

  

  
A TRANSCRIPT INCLUDING FALL TERM GRADES MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION  

DO NOT SEND THIS FORM SEPARATELY  


